Chapter 3. Replication of the hepatitis delta virus RNA genome.
Hepatitis delta virus (HDV) is a subviral agent dependent upon hepatitis B virus (HBV). HDV uses the envelope proteins of HBV to achieve assembly and infection of target cells. Otherwise, the replication of the RNA genome of HDV is totally different from that of its helper virus, and involves redirection of host polymerase activity. This chapter is concerned with recent developments in our understanding of the genome replication process.